
Poinsettias are great! They can be counted 
on to give you more color and to last longer 
than other flowering plants. With enough 
light and proper watering, your Poinsettias 
will stay pretty for months!
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Poinsettia
	
LIGHT:  Place your new Poinsettia near a sunny window for best results. 
Indirect, filtered sunlight for at least 6 hours per day during flowering, is best. 
After flowering, your Poinsettia will want plenty of strong, direct sunshine. 
Your Poinsettia will benefit greatly from growing outdoors in the sun.

TEMPERATURE:  Your Poinsettia will like a daytime temperature of 700F., 
and a nighttime temperature of 600F.

WATERING:  Water the soil thoroughly once the soil surface feels dry to the 
touch. Your Poinsettia will not want to sit in the excess water that may collect 
in the saucer after watering, so be sure to empty the saucer.

FERTILIZER:  It is not necessary to fertilize your Poinsettia during the holiday 
season. Use Better Blooms 20-20-20 Fertilizer every other watering during 
the active leaf growth period.  (March-September)

REPOTTING:  Plan to repot your Poinsettia in spring or early summer. Use 
a pot which has drainage holes and is approximately 4” larger around than 
the existing pot. Bordine Nursery Potting Soil is a wonderful soil mix which 
promotes excellent growth.

RE-FLOWERING:  Poinsettias are sensitive to the length of the day and 
night. To reflower your Poinsettia, you will need to provide TOTAL darkness 
each night, beginning approximately September 20th. This darkness 
CANNOT be interrupted by lights in any way after 5:00 pm. TOTAL darkness 
can be obtained by setting the plant inside a closet or by sitting a large 
cardboard box over the plant. Bring the plant back to its sunny window each 
morning at 8:00am. Water and fertilize regularly to keep the Poinsettia as 
healthy as possible. Continue this dark night treatment until you see the red 
bracts appearing at the top of the plant.

PRUNING:  Your Poinsettia will become very full and bushy with regular 
pruning during spring and summer. We recommend a heavy pruning when 
you repot your plant in late spring. Plan to prune lightly again when the new 
stems are about 4” tall, and once again if the stems have grown to 4 or more 
inches by the first week in August. Do not prune any later than mid-August 
if you are planning to reflower your Poinsettia for Christmas.

DECEMBER

Full 
bloom.

Repot in 
larger pot if 
necessary.
Plant outside
in pot.

MARCH

Flower 
fades, 
Lateral 
growth 
starts.

FEBRUARY
Keep in light 
only from 8 am 
to 5 pm Put in 
dark place 
(no lights) from 
5 pm to 8 am

SEPT. 20-DEC. 1

Take
inside.

GROWTH CYCLE OF THE POINSETTIA

Remove flower. 
Cut stems to 
6 inches. Many 
laterals will 
start below 
break.

LATE AUGUST JULY

Pinch all lateral 
shoots to 4”.
Root the shoots 
if desired, then 
pot.

JUNE


